
                                                                 

 

Worcestershire Directorate of Public Health 

Representation - Worcester City statement of licensing policy 2019-2024 

The Director of Public Health for Worcestershire, would like to make the following representation in 

response to consultation on the review of Worcester City Council’s cumulative impact policy (CIP) 

and its future inclusion in the Statement of Licensing Policy. 

Public Health fully supports West Mercia Police’s representation in favour of continuing the special 

policy relating to the cumulative impact of licensed premises in Worcester City centre.   

Public Health are committed to ensuring that licensed premises support the vision set out in the 

Worcester City Plan 2016-21 of a successful, vibrant and sustainable Worcester.  The retention of the 

cumulative impact policy will support the city council’s vision that residents ‘enjoy the city’s 

compelling leisure offer - from bars and restaurants to shopping and the strong cultural life’ and are 

supported to enjoy healthy fulfilling lives. It will also support the effectiveness of schemes such as 

Business Improvement Districts, the national award scheme Best Bar None, and the future of 

Worcester City in gaining Purple Flag status.   

The CIP supports responsible authorities, to make representations against the siting of additional 

premises, in areas of the city that experience high levels of alcohol fuelled crime and anti-social 

behaviour, under the licensing objectives of: 

 prevention of crime and disorder 

 promotion of public safety 

 prevention of public nuisance 

 protection of children from harm 
 

In Worcester City, the density of premises licensed to sell alcohol per square kilometre is already 

much greater when compared to the West Midlands and to statistically similar places nationally.  

West Mercia Police’s analysis, which is submitted with their representation, confirms a significant 

link between the density of licensed premises in the city and crime and disorder.  In addition, 

ambulance data for two city centre postcodes (WR1 3QT and WR1 3QF) covering Angel Street, which 

is a key area of crime and disorder as identified by West Mercia Police, confirms that from the 

beginning of financial year 2016 to the beginning of 2019 there were a total of 375 ambulance pick-

ups of which 199 were transported to hospital.  Removal of the CIP would be likely to contribute to 

an increase the cumulative impact of crime and disorder, increasing costs to the Police, Health 

services, Ambulance service as well as local businesses and the City Council through damage to 

property and litter collection. 

 



Conclusion 

Public Health would wish to see the Cumulative Impact Policy retained within the Statement of 

Licensing Policy for Worcester City, as it supports responsible licensing principles and helps to reduce 

crime and disorder. It also supports the future of Worcester as a safe, healthy place to visit for study, 

work and leisure. 

Yours sincerely 

Matthew Fung, Public Health Consultant  
Deborah Tillsley Public Health Practitioner 
 
On behalf of: 
 
Dr Frances Howie FFPH 
Director of Public Health,  
Directorate of Public Health,  
Worcestershire County Council, 
County Hall,  
Spetchley Road,  
Worcester,  
WR5 2NP  
Direct dial:   
Email:   
 
Ambulance pick-ups and transfers, Worcester City 2016/2019 
 

 


